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“The question for all of us”, 
is, how can we use 
technology to make the 
quality of life better as 
people get older?”

Gill Pratt
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AI (artificial intelligence) is the simulation of human intelligence

processes by machines, especially computer systems. These

processes include learning (the acquisition of information and rules

for using the information), reasoning (using rules to reach

approximate or definite conclusions) and self-correction.





• Ageing population

• Increased disease burden

• Unsustainable and unequal health & 

care systems

• Health & care sector under pressure 

to reform

The challenges
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“Silver Tsunami”  = an existential risk to society

• Older citizens depicted as:

• A burden to caregivers, families, communities…

• Slower at pretty much everything

• Incapable of changing their ways

• Frail, forgetful, ill, foolish, incompetent, repulsive

• Can’t or don’t want to learn new things.
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Assistive Technology Definition

Any item, piece of equipment, 
or product system 
whether acquired commercially off the shelf, 
modified or customized, 
that is used to increase, maintain, or improve 
functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities
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Source: Frost & Sullivan
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Summary:
• avoiding replication of technology 

development that is unhelpful or 
ineffective 

• focusing on how technologies 
succeed in addressing individual 
needs of persons with dementia. 

• It is suggested to include these 
recommendations in national and 
international calls for funding and 
assistive technology research 
programs. 

• practitioners, policy makers, care 
insurers, and care providers should 
work together with technology 
enterprises and researchers to 
prepare strategies for the 
implementation of assistive 
technologies in different care 
settings.









From user integration
To co-creation



The Connected Health 

Summer School is an annual 

multi-disciplinary training 

programme designed for 

researchers interested in the 

development of new eHealth 

services and apps. 

The aim is to create an 

international and intersectoral 

network of researchers and 

professionals that fosters 

mutual knowledge exchange in 

the field of smart environments 

technologies for persons with 

dementia.





COME L’IA RIVOLUZIONA L’ELDERLY CARE

1. At home health monitoring
2. Smart device assisted daily living
3. Smart device assisted fall detection
4. Virtual companions
5. Anti-aging research



Come procedure…

Tech Working Group

• Co-Design and Co-creation

• Interdisciplinary group

• Real experts (PWD) – New roles

• Bottom-up solutions

• Calm technology: no innovation 4All

• Integreted care and interoperability

• Ethical issues
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